October 2017
OCTOBER 1
Jim Elliot – He is No Fool by Irene Howatt (Youth BIO HOW TB-02). Jim Elliot had a loving wife, a beautiful little girl, and a reason for real joy. God had called him to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the Auca Indians. The love of Christ not only thrilled him but gave him peace. Jim would spend the rest of his life bringing Jesus to the lost Aucas … but the rest of Jim’s life was only a matter of months. Persecution and death are a reality for many Christians today. Jim Elliot and four other young men died in the middle of doing God’s work. The very people they had come to rescue came out against them with machetes and clubs. But Jim had realised for quite some time what serving God really meant. There is nothing that is worth more than Jesus – not even your life. “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 

OCTOBER 8
The Runaway’s Revenge – The slave trader deserved death for what he had done by Dave & Neta Jackson (Youth FIC JAC TBB-03). Thirteen-year-old slave Hamilton Jones seizes his freedom when his cruel master dies on a trip to England in 1775. Driven by desire for revenge after years of mistreatment, the boy hunts down former slave trader John Newton – the man responsible for bringing Hamilton’s mother to the United States. Hamilton wants only one thing: to make the man pay for his life for his evil crime! But the John Newton that Hamilton meets is nothing like the horrible person he imagined. Instead of reacting with fear when threatened with death, the little man seems calm and unafraid. Newton even agrees he deserves to die – and claims to be something worse than a slave trader! Astonished, Hamilton stays to listen to the preacher’s story. What could be worse than being a slave trader?

OCTOBER 15
One Man & One Woman – Marriage and Same-Sex Relations by Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smalley (205.6 BEE). What does the Bible teach about sexual relationships between people of the same sex? Does true love require that we accept all forms of sexual expression? No, real loves does not rejoice in sin, but rejoices in the truth. In the Bible, God reveals that He created gender, sex, and marriage, and we may not alter them at our will. Through His laws and works in history, God had made it clear that homosexual practices violate His holy purposes for mankind. The New Testament reaffirms God’s created order and moral laws. It too warns that homosexual practice, like any other sin that we cherish, is the pathway to God’s judgment. However, the Lord Jesus Christ saves sinners by His Spirit and gives them a new identity, forgiveness, life, and power to live according to His commandments. This is the message that all people need to hear: God’s laws have not changed, but God’s grace offers hope to sinners through Jesus Christ.

OCTOBER 22
Raising Children God’s Way by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (248.845 LLO). When the light of the gospel enters the soul it brings with it a supernatural power that radically tranforms the whole life. This change is perhaps nowhere more clearly seen than in the relationships between husbands and wives, parents and children. Our age has witnessed an almost total collapse of the family unit, and in many places the majority of children are now being raised in ‘broken homes’. Our society presents Christian parents and children with a unique opportunity of bearing witness to God’s love by just being different. Few things are more powerful than a Christian family in which the true relationship between parents and children is clearly seen. This may be one of the ways in which God will bring many to knowledge of the truth.

OCTOBER 29
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amy Carmichael: Let the Little Children Come by Lois Hoadley Dick (BIO DIC). Converted to Christ at sixteen, Amy Carmichael worked in street missions for several years before serving for two years as a missionary to Japan. At twenty-eight, she left for India, with high hopes of spreading the good news of Christ to the Indian people. The year was 1895, and Amy did not know she was about to encounter a practice that would revolutionize her life and ministry. A custom of the time – later prohibited by law – permitted five and six year-old children to be “married to the gods” and thus launched into a life of prostitution. Amy was horrified and heartbroken. She saw the beautiful Indian children as jewels of the King of kings, and she determined to rescue as many as possible. She and her co-workers would provide a safe, healthy, Christ-centered home for them instead. There she could shape and polish their lives for the Master’s use. God richly blessed Amy’s efforts and sent more and more of His “jewels” into her care. This is the story of her significant and remarkable work.


